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Our earlier administrators, occupied with 
the building up of an Empire, probably 
never thought of the important part that 
forests have always played, play now, and 
will for ever play in the household of nature, 
or of the immense influence they exercise 
on the physical well-being of a country.

—Berthold Ribbentrop, Inspector General of Forests in India
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Although not everyone recognized the 
value of conservation at the beginning of 
the 20th century, Ribbentrop’s writings 
indicate that people were starting to question 
the relationship between humans, the 
environment, and the sustainability of our 
economies and cultures.

What do you think accounts for the differences 
in efforts to conserve natural resources in 
British India and contemporary California?

Why is it important that the government create 
laws and policies to encourage conservation?
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